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Otgontugs Dondovdorj

I Am Moving portrays human life as a ceaseless journey of transition, beginning at birth and evolving
through intellectual shifts across time and space. Inspired by the traditional Mongolian game
uichuur, Otgontugs Dondovdorj's decade-long engagement with the theme of migration reimagines
the game’s rule-bound yet chance-driven movements as a quiet metaphor for human life, where
individual paths emerge within a shared, collective rhythm. In uichuur, animals traverse a grid
through a delicate interplay of rules and chance, a choreography that mirrors the unfolding of human
life.

Historically hand-drawn by nomadic communities, uichuur cards depicted not only animal figures
that govern the rules of the game but also the spirit of their time—landscapes and human-nature
relationships, ways of living, and social life—serving as vessels of cultural memory and heritage.
Through a contemporary visual language, Otgontugs reinterprets uichuur as a conceptual map of
time, space, and migration, where forms become pathways, temporal frames, and traces of
movement.

By intersecting a traditional game structure with modern expression, migration emerges not merely
as geographical movement but as a cyclical process of cultural memory and lived experience. The
artist also conveys her hope that tradition, amid constant change, is not left behind but gently
transformed and sustained. For her, movement often unfolds unconsciously, as life reveals itself
through continuous transition. With the arrival of the Year of the Horse, the exhibition honors uichuur
—a Lunar New Year game of fortune, renewal, and enduring culture. | Am Moving maps the
ceaseless motion of life as it moves across time. You, too, are moving.

Artist

Otgontugs Dondovdorj is a contemporary Mongolian artist whose practice explores
nomadic identity and its continuity, cultural memory, and inner landscapes. Raised in an
artistic family, she began painting at an early age, and later earned a Bachelor’s degree
from the School of Fine Arts at the Mongolian University of Arts and Culture in Ulaanbaatar.
Her work has been exhibited internationally across Asia, Europe, and the United States.
Painting intuitively without preliminary sketches and guided by traditional Mongolian music,
she allows each work to emerge organically, acting as both creator and witness to the
process.
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